
Fine folks of the Bates 
community,

What an amazing start to the 
year itÕs been! We opened 
our doors in September to 
398 students, and have been 
off to the races ever since. 
Back to School Night was 
energizing, informative, and 
ran like clockwork. From my 
perspective, I have had the 
pure, undiluted joy of getting 
to know your fabulous 
children. Bates is a place 
where kids are happy to be 
and eager to learn. No 
principal could ask for any 
better!

“1-2-3, K-L-B!”
This is the call-and-response 
chat that I use to gain the 
kidsÕ attention at lunch, 
recess, assemblies, or any 
large gathering of students. 
KLB is off and running at 
Bates school! After a series 
of conversations with our 
staff, we are putting forward 
that KLB stands for 
ÒKindnessÓ, ÒLeadership & 

LearningÓ, and ÒBest effortÓ. 
I am beginning an initiative 
called the ÒKLB ProjectÓ, in 
which staff will be looking to 
make these core values 
visible by capturing 
examples of Bates kids 
showing related behaviors. 
We will begin to display 
these examples at school for 
all to see. If you are ever near 
my office door, take a gander 
at the bulletin board right 
next to it: KLB is spelled out, 
and pictures of students 
engaged in kind acts, 
learning activities, leadership 
roles, and giving best effort 
are posted near the words. It 
is always important for the 
students to see themselves 
and kids they know doing the 
right things, and to know 
what those right things look 
like. I hope to have many 
examples of the core values 
visible there before long! 

Safety First: Bates Drop-
Off and Pick-up
Most have you have probably 
seen me at car drop-off and 
pick-up, running around and 

waving my hands and arms 
frantically about like a 
chicken on fire (or would 
that be a penguin on fire?). 
With the assistance of our 
terrific staff, I have worked 
to learn our arrival and 
dismissal protocols and help 
you to get your kids safely 
and efficiently onto and off 
of our campus. Please join 
me in accomplishing this by 
complying with the 
following rules:
¥  Supervision is available on 

the playgrounds 
beginning at 
8:15. This is a 
year-round start 
time regardless of 
weather. On bad-
weather days when 
indoor arrival is in 
effect, orange flags 
will be posted in 
front and out back 
near the crosswalk.

¥  Drop-off is in the car 
loop only. The 
red brick lane 
preceding the 
car loop is not 
a drop-off area.
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October 

Snap Shots
5
Walk to School Day

10
Columbus Day -- NO SCHOOL

11
PTO Meeting, 7:30 pm

14
Picture Day

15
Pumpkin Fair!

21
Principal Coffee

27
PTO Guest Speaker Dr. 
Brooks: ÒNurturing Motivation 
and Resilience in ChildrenÓ, 7 
PM, Bates Cafeteria

31
Halloween Parade

¥  The car line is a moving line. Have your kids ready to go! Once you pull up in the car loop, you 
children should quickly open the passenger-side door, exit with their stuff, close the door on 
their own, and move to their playground area. I, other adults, or 5th-grade helpers will be 
available to open and close doors for the neediest children. Please do not get out of the 
driverÕs seat to come around and open the doors or have your children come out of any 
driverÕs side door. Doing so presents a safety risk to you and your child, and also slows down 
the process for the other families waiting behind you. 

¥  Making a left turn into the car-loop (coming from the Weston road direction) during pick-up and 
drop-off cuts into the waiting line and is not permitted. Please approach the car loop from the 
Westgate Road direction. 

¥  DO NOT drop children off in the back or side parking lot from your car. This is major safety risk, as 
walkers from the neighborhood flow through the parking lot crosswalks and may be 
endangered by cars driving through the lot at this busy time. Drop-off, for any grade level, is 
only permitted in the car loop.

¥  For a comprehensive guide to arrival and dismissal procedures, go to the PTO website at http://
batespto.org/procedures.aspx.

A final word about this topic: I know, full well, that you are all busy, busy parents with many things to do 
and places to be, often with little time to do so after the busy-ness of getting the day started with your kids. 
Please understand that we are all in this together, and that our individual adherence to these rules helps all 
Bates families in their collective goals of getting our kids to and from school quickly, happily, and safely. 
Please do your part!

Looking forward to seeing you all at the ÒfamousÓ Bates Pumpkin Fair!

All my best,

David Ieong

From the Desk of the Principal CONTÕD
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mark your  CALENDAR 

October  

3 (M)   Innisbrook  
Fundraiser ends

5 (W)  International Walk  
  to School Day

10 (M)   School Closed for  
Columbus Day

11 (T)   PTO Mtg. at 7:30 pm

14 (F)   Picture Day

15 (Sa)   Pumpkin Fair  
10am-2pm  
Rain or Shine

21(F)   Principal Coffee 
8:45am

27 (Th)   PTO Speaker Dr. 
Brooks:  ÒNurturing 
Motivation and  
Resilience in ChildrenÓ  
7p.m.  Bates cafeteria

31  (M)  Halloween Parade

November  

1 (Tu)   Early Dismissal (K-5)  
Parent Conferences

3 (Th)   WEF Spelling Bee

A Message from the PTO Presidents 

Happy Fall everyone! We hope that you and your children have settled into school 
and all that it entailsÑmorning routines, lunch boxes, homework and fall sports.  
We feel that Bates has gotten off to a fantastic startÑand we couldnÕt have done 
it without the help and support that we received from so many families. Thanks 
to all who have chipped in over the past few weeks. In particular, we would like 
to thank Kristin Donahue for taking charge of our on-going efforts to streamline 
communications between school and home and for pulling together the Bates 
Directory; Tracy Reed and Tracy Battle, our hospitality coordinators, for providing 
such good treats at many of our back-to-school events; Janine Malone and 
Tiffany Zides for working non-stop to get ready for Pumpkin Fair; Nancy Braun for 
managing picture day; Kathy Copeland and Denise Grossi for spearheading the gift 
wrap fundraiser; Kate Staehly for working tirelessly to make the grounds around 
the school look great; and Moira Lown for coordinating the room-parent roster. 
Kate Healy and Debi Laster, our new PTO Treasurers, deserve a special Thank 
You for taking on the arduous task of checks and balances, and helping to get our 
budget established for the year. Thanks to Jen Maiona for helping when needed.
With their hard work over the past couple of months, we are off to a very strong 
start. Thanks ladies!

Thank you to everyone who has found the time to get your CORI check done. With 
Pumpkin Fair in our near future, please see Diane ASAP to get this completed if 
you have not already done so. And donÕt forget your license!

As always, if there is anything that we can do to assist you, or if you have thoughts/
comments/suggestions as to how we can improve the PTO, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  

Enjoy all that October has to offer!

MARY COOK  
AND KELLI SACHER

PTO CO-PRESIDENTS
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              Welcome Bates Family 
 
     Welcome to the new school year!  The Diversity Committee hopes 
everyone had a safe and wonderful summer.  This year our goal is to 
engage more of the Bates Family into our  programs and to seamlessly fit  
all initiatives into the wonderful Bates activities we look forward to 
every year.  
 

Please look for the Diversity Committee booth at the Pumpkin 
Fair!  Join us for the Latin Limbo game or help us to make the longest 
Bates Family Conga Line ever!  
 
The Diversity  Committee is so excited to join in with KLB! 
 
Kindness 
Learning, Leadership, and 
Best Effort 
 
We want to invite you to show your excitement too by helping to create 
a recyclable art sculpture of the letters K.L.B.  for display at Bates.  
Please start collecting laundry detergent containers, medium to large 
size plastic caps to milk/OJ and any old CDÕs. Watch the email blast for 
more details. 
  
The Bates Diversity Committee Parents 
  
Michelle Chalmers 
Marybeth Martello  
Cheryl Allieri  
Tara Grabowsky 
Nancy Hamawy 
Ashley Althoff 
  
 
 

The Hospitality Committee Wants to Thank all the Parent Volunteers!

This years back to school luncheon!for the teachers and staff!as well as last school year's 4 
Luncheons were a huge success. The teachers always love the salads and desserts that are provided 
by the parents. !They are very appreciative. !We could not have hosted all these fabulous 
luncheons!without the culinary talents of the following individuals: Bernadette Dore, Michelle 
Oulette, Sarah Maxwell,Michelle Specht, Cyndi Koss, Krita Ryan, Kate Lester,!Christy Bergstrom, 
Barbara thomas, Julie Abbott, Tracy Goss, Ashley Althoff, Christin Gillooly, Jen Patriacca, 
Stephanie Hawkinson, Julie Kaneb, Jenny Sawyer, Cheryl Grosso, Elizabeth Randall, Mary Cook, 
Connie Walsh, Jacquie Sullivan, Amy Leibowitz, Wendy Paul, Connie Burton, Laura Heffernan and Kelli  
Sacher, Denise Grossi, Tara Roiux, Olga Marcasciano.

The Teachers Luncheons offer such a special opportunity to show our appreciation for the creative 
and hardworking people who are with our children at school everyday. If you would like to help the 
hospitality committee by either preparing or purchasing something for the luncheons we are looking 
for additional!volunteers. ! Please let either of us know and we will add you to the list!

Hospitality Co-coordinators
Traci Battle ! traci_battle@yahoo.com  and Tracy Reed ! thereedfam5@gmail.com

mailto:traci_battle@yahoo.com
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Bright blue skies, crisp chilly mornings, and a palette of reds and golds.....must be October, the month of discovery and 
things that go bump in the night!!! The High School Choral Department celebrates its own version of Oktoberfest as 
they present Actober on Thursday, October 21. Come and enjoy the exciting sounds of invited guest artists as well as 
the harmonious voices of our Song Sisters, Brooks Brothers, Concert Choir, and Rice Street Singers. Student-run A 
Cappella performances include Renegade A Cappella, A Cappella Anonymous, and Ladies First. Broadway comes to 
Wellesley as HAIRSPRAY takes to the stage on November 3, 4, and 5. This outstanding high school cast will have you 
laughing, singing, and dancing in the aisles as they perform this FUN musical! This will be the last major musical 
performed at the ÒoldÓ high school Ð come and enjoy the music and the memories. 
We!re excited to announce that tickets will now be available ÒonlineÓ beginning in early October. Please check 
our website and follow the online instructions . 
Please keep in mind that there is no shuttle bus service available for this play; however, parking is available at the MS 
Calvin Street Lot - a short, 10-minute walk to the High School. 
Rehearsals are in full swing as the Grade 7&8 Two One-Act-Plays, High Stakes and Attention: Detention, come to the 
MS Stage on December 1 & 2. Circle these dates on your calendar and come and enjoy these Middle School 
thespians. 
For additional information or clarification, please check our calendar on the school website - http://
www.wellesley.k12.ma.us  click Programs and click on Performing Arts Ð or give us a call at 781/446-6250, ext. 4120. 
Our continued thanks to Ann Rappaport, Webmaster.

Calendar of Events...
Friday, October 21 ÐHigh School ACTOBER Ð An A Cappella Concert Ð MS Auditorium Ð 7:00 pm ($) 
Wednesday, October 26 Ð All Town Orchestra Rehearsal Ð Bates Elem. Ð 3:30-4:30 pm
Thursday, November 3 Ð HS Musical, HAIRSPRAY, Matinee @ 4:30 pm Ð HS Auditorium Ð Tkts. ($) 
Friday, November 4 - HS Musical, HAIRSPRAY,Ð HS Auditorium Ð Evening @7:30 pm Ð Tkts. ($)
Saturday, November 5 - HS - Musical, HAIRSPRAY, Matinee @ 2:00 pm Ð HS Auditorium Ð Tkts. ($) 
Saturday, November 5 - HS - Musical, HAIRSPRAY, Evening @ 7:30 pm Ð HS Auditorium Ð Tkts ($)
Monday, November 21 Ð HS Jazz Concert Ð Bands and Chorus Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium 
Thursday, November 24 Ð Thanksgiving Ð HS Football Game at Home Ð 10:00 am 
Wednesday, November 30 Ð All Town Orchestra Rehearsal Ð Bates Elem. Ð 3:30-4:30 pm
Thursday, December 1 - MS Gr 7&8 - Two One-Act Plays, High Stakes and Attention Detention, Matinee at 4:30 pm Ð 
MS Auditorium Ð Donations greatly appreciated 
Friday, December 2 Ð MS GR 7&8 -Two One-Act Plays, High Stakes and Attention Detention - Evening Performance 
at 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium Ð Donations greatly appreciated
Tuesday, December 6 Ð HS Choral Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium 
Wednesday, December 7 Ð HS Band Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium 
Thursday, December 8 Ð Gr. 7 Chorus & Grs. 7&8 Band Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium 
Friday, December 9 Ð Upham Winter Concert @ 8:45 am 
Tuesday, December 13 Ð MS Jazz Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium
Wednesday, December 14 Ð Gr. 6-12 String Orchestra Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium
Thursday, December 15 Ð Gr. 8 Chorus Concert Ð 7:00 pm Ð MS Auditorium 
Friday, December 16 Ð Fiske Winter Concert @ 8:45 am Wednesday, December 21 Ð Hardy Winter Concert @ 8:45 
am

Performing Arts Update
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 Please join us for the Parent Program of Open Circle. This workshop requires attendance for all 4 sessions which will 
take place on Tuesdays October 18, November 1, November 8 and November 15 from 7:30 to 9:15 in the Bates Library.

The program will address the major Open Circle concepts that our children are learning in the classrooms and will apply 
these concepts to parenting.Discussion of these techniques and more:

¥ Listening skills, Accepting childrenÕs feelings, Giving and receiving compliments, concept of self-talk and its 
application to parenting

¥ Double D behaviors, Non-negotiable rules

¥ How children can learn to deal with annoying or disruptive behavior, Guidelines for parental intervention and 
limit setting, 

¥ Using the social problem solving process, and ÒCalming downÓ

Registration is open to everyone, but is limited to a class size of 15. There is no fee for the program and handbooks are 
included.

To Register: Please email Michelle Chalmers at moh23321@aol.com to confirm your registration for all 4 sessions. 
Registration will be on a first come first serve basis. If necessary, another group will be held in the spring.This Parent 
Workshop for Open Circle Program will be led by:Michelle Chalmers, MSW and Bates parent and Nancy Harrison, 
Bates School Psychologist.  Ms. Comstock, Open Circle Coordinator, may be a special guest too.

   Parent Workshop for the Open Circle Program

ItÕs that time of year againÉ WellesleyÕs 
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts will 
be joining 3 million other Scouts from 
across the US in collecting food for those in 
need. The Scouts will be dropping off empty 
bags and flyers at houses in Wellesley on 
Saturday, October 29th and returning on 
Saturday, November 5th to pick up them up. 
Please be as generous as you can and 

fill the bags with food for the Wellesley Food Pantry . If you donÕt receive a bag, you can 
also donate food directly to the Food Pantry box at the front of the Roche Bros. store on Linden 
Street or at the new Whole Foods in Wellesley. 
 
The ÒScouting for FoodÓ Drive is by far the biggest source of donated food for the Wellesley 
Food Pantry and the need this year is especially critical, as the Pantry is serving more than 200 
families. The Pantry is looking for canned meats and fish, beef stew, ravioli, canned tomatoes, 
cereals, macaroni and cheese, plain brown or white rice, hearty chicken or beef soup, pasta and 
pasta sauce, peanut butter & jelly, coffee, mayonnaise, and vegetable oil. They also need 
laundry detergent, bar soap, toilet paper, and paper towels. And please - no glass, perishables, 
Halloween candy or expired food. For more information, see the Scouting for Food web pages 
at http://www.troop185wellesley.org/ScoutingForFood/   or the Food Pantry website at 
http://wellesleyfoodpantry.org , call the Food Pantry at 781-235-1188, or contact the Scouting 
for Food Town Coordinators Ann Rappaport or Rula Salameh (ann@rappaport.us or 
RAS2702481@yahoo.com). Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
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A film by Vicki Abeles 
www.RaceToNowhere.com | www.Facebook.com/RaceToNowhere 
 

RACE TO NOWHERE is a call to families, educators, experts and policy makers 
to examine current assumptions on how to best prepare the youth of America to 
become the healthy, bright, contributing and leading citizens in the 21st century. 
 

Please Join the World of Wellesley and the Youth Commission for a 
community-wide screening of ÒThe Race to NowhereÓ 
 
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 
 
7:00 Ð 9:00 p.m. 
 
Wellesley Middle School, Auditorium 
50 Kingsbury Street, Wellesley, MA 02481 
 
Please register for this free event at www.RaceToNowhere.com and 
please bring copy of registration to the event. Space is limited. Any 
questions please contact Michelle Chalmers at 781-591-9435 or 
moh23321@aol.com. 
 
THE WORLD OF WELLESLEY MISSION STATEMENT:  
ÒThe World of Wellesley is dedicated to making Wellesley a 
welcoming community where diversity is celebrated. This is 
done in conjunction with many Wellesley institutions. 
Together we sponsor events, projects and programs that 
emphasize the value in explor ing our many cultures, religions 
and ways of life.Ó    www.world -of -wellesley -org  



What is METCO?
M.E.T.C.O., (Metropolitan Council for Educational Opportunities, Inc.), began in 1966 and is the countryÕs longest running 
voluntary school desegregation program designed to eliminate racial imbalance; thirty-three hundred (3300) students will 
take part this year. Wellesley was one of the first seven schools to participate in the program in 1966.
 
The families of our students from Boston make a commitment to the METCO program in an effort to provide educational 
resources and opportunities for their children that are unavailable in the Boston Public Schools.  As a result, in the early 
morning hours their children climb aboard a bus, which leaves the familiar environment of their own neighborhoods, to 
attend school miles from home, where initially the kids know no one.  

This year one hundred fifty-nine (159) Boston students will attend the Wellesley Public Schools.  We have the pleasure of 
providing an opportunity within the Bates community for 11 Boston students this year with three of them being new 
families. 

What is the Family Friend Program?

The Family Friend program provides a bridge between METCO (Boston) families and Wellesley families by providing 
each child from Boston a consistent, caring presence in the school community as they endeavor to succeed in school.  

Family Friends ease the studentsÕ adjustment into attending school in Wellesley and enable their parents to feel that their 
child is welcomed and cared for by concerned others while attending school outside of their home community.

What is a Host Family?

Volunteers serve as a host family for a Boston student and his/her parents 
offering to be available as a local resource and contact for the Boston family to answer any questions or concerns.  You are 
asked to maintain regular contact with the studentÕs parents to communicate about school news and functions, and how 
their child is adjusting. There is also the commitment to host a play date or Òstay dayÓ once a month.
STAY DAYS for Kindergarten through Grade 5.

The first Wednesday afternoon of each month, (beginning in October, but excluding January), is a stay day or play date for 
the children.

The Wellesley families host an after school play date for their friends from Boston beginning at dismissal from school at 
12:00 Noon.  At the end of the play date, the Boston kids need to be transported to the Hunnewell School by 3:00 PM to 
board the buses for the trip back home.  

All families should express an active interest in learning more about each otherÕs culture and communities.  These activities 
enrich the lives of both the Wellesley and Boston families.  

Interested in becoming a Family Friend?

Currently, we have two second graders (one boy, one girl) and one third grade girl in need of a family friend.  If you are 
interested in hosting one of these children please contact any of the family friendsÕ coordinators: 

Michelle Chalmers (moh23321@aol.com),
Shelley McHale (shelleymchale@verizone.net), 
Anne Nadeau (anne.nadeau@comcast.net)

WELCOME our newest METCO   FAMILIES to the 
BATES FAMILY & volunteer to be a FAMILY FRIEND

!
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TWO EASY WAYS TO EARN MONEY FOR BATES!

1. CLIP BOX TOPS AND EARN CASH FOR BATES
ItÕs easy to find Box Tops.  In fact, you may have some in your home right now.  Clip Box Tops from hundreds of 
your favorite products.  Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢.  Don't forget to drop off your stash at the collection 
box located at the bulletin board next to the faculty lounge. The next redemption deadline is October 31. 

Here are just some of the products where you can find Box Tops:
¥! GENERAL MILLS CEREAL LIKE CHEERIOS, RAISIN BRAN, KIX, CINNAMON TOAST CRUNCH, 

LUCKY CHARMS, TRIX
¥! HUGGIES DIAPERS, PULL-UPS, LITTLE SWIMMERS, AND GOOD NITES
¥! Nature Valley Granola Bars
¥! ZIPLOC BAGS/CONTAINERS
¥! HEFTY BAGS AND TABLEWARE
¥! COTTONELLE, SCOTT AND KLEENEX PAPER PRODUCTS
¥! BETTY CROCKER BAKING ITEMS
¥! YOPLAIT
¥! AVERY LABELS

2. SHOP ONLINE TO EARN eBoxTops
Online contributions add up fast!  Over 100 popular retailers give eBoxTops to your school when you 
start your online shopping trip at btfe.com/marketplace. Just click on your favorite retailer and 
eBoxTops will be donated directly to your school with your qualifying purchase. You can earn up to 15 
eBoxTops per $10 you spend. DonÕt miss out on this easy way to earn even more for Bates!

Start shopping in 3 easy steps: 
1) Select the Box Tops link on the bottom of the Bates Homepage (www.batespto.org) or go to 
www.btfe.com.
2) Register once (it's easy!) and select Katherine Lee Bates School. 
3) Click the link to your favorite retailer's website and shop as usual.

Participating online retailers include Target, Oriental Trading Company, Office Depot, The Gap, 
Expedia and Lands End.  Check out the complete list at btfe.com.

If you have any questions contact Amy Leibowitz at 781-237-1810.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
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          Wellesley Service League  

Annual Toy Drive 

at Sprague 
 

 

For over 40 years, the Wellesley Service League has been collecting new and 
gently used toys to distribute to qualified families in the Wellesley community.  

 

Now is the time to clean out those closets, Basements  
and attics and donate to the Toy Drive. We accept new  

and gently used toys, books, and sporting equipment  

(in good shape).   
 

No toys?? (Good for you!!!) We also gratefully accept donations, as we have a 
large number of older age kids that we would like to give gift cards.   

 

So, clean out and help us make some members of our community really happy 
this holiday season!  

 

Look for the large Wellesley Service League toy collection box outside the office 
beginning the week of:  

October 3, 2011 
 

Sorry - we cannot accept skis, broken toys or games that are missing ANY parts! 
Thank you for your support!   

 
If you have any questions, or your toy is too large to fit in the box, please contact:  

Jane Neilson  

janeneilson47@gmail.com  or 781 -223 -7338  
 


